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EVENTS at theEVENTS at theEVENTS at theEVENTS at the    
Arboretum CenterArboretum CenterArboretum CenterArboretum Center    
Graham Visitor Center 
2200 Arboretum Drive E., 
Seattle, WA 98112 
(Meetings are the 4th Tuesday 
of each month except July and 
December.) 
 
 
 

March 25 
MEETING 6:30–9 pm 
Beginners Instruction 
6:30–7:15 pm 
Main Presentation:  
Beekeeper Brandon 
Clayton – topic: 
Queen Rearing 
 

April 22 
Treating Wounds with 
Honey 

 
May 17 
Field Day – American 
Bee Journal columnist, 
author, and beekeeper 
Randy Oliver 

 
June 28 
Dr. Edwin Schupman 
 
 
 
 
 

Hive Calendar 
 
On the first 55 F+ afternoon, briefly go through your hives: clean hive bottom 
boards and clean out dead hives. 
 

This is the starving season.  Check all hives to ascertain whether or not adequate 
food supplies are present.  When necessary, feed all hives in order to medicate 
with fumagillin (Fumidal B).  If medicating in the spring with Apistan or 

Coumaphous, install at the middle of March to allow enough time after removal for 
the required ‘medication free’ period before installing honey supers.  Do not use 
Menthol or Formic Acid Gel packs in the spring as temperatures are not 
consistently warm long enough in advance of the nectar flow to install and remove 

per the label recommendation. 
 
Some flowers in bloom at this time: 

 
Apricot   Prunus armeniaca 
Almond  Prunus dulcis, P. amygdalus 
Crocus  Crocus spp 
Heather  Erica spp 
Mirabelle plum  Prunus domestica var. syriaca 
Pussy Willow (pollen)  Salix discolor, S. caprea 
Peach  Prunus persica 
Quince Cydonia oblonga 
Red Alder (pollen source during late March)  Alnus rubra  NP 

Rocky Mountain Maple (DouglasMaple)  Acer glabrum  NP 

Rosemary  Rosmarinus officinalis 
Skunk Cabbage  Lysichiton americanum  NP  
Tall Oregon Grape  Mahonia (Berberis) aquifolium  NP 
 

NP = Washington State native plant 
 
Year-to-year variation in temperature and rainfall, hills that block or funnel 

prevailing winds, northern or southern exposures, nearby lakes or rivers, and 

other geographic features near your apiary will speed or delay the blossoming time 

by as much as three and a half weeks. Use this hive calendar as a guide.  Blossom 

times will be earlier inside cities and at lower altitudes. 

—Based on Roy Thurber’s Bee Chats, Tips and Gadgets 
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March Meeting 
TUESDAY, MARCH 25 
Beginners Instruction: 6:30–7:15 pm 
Van Sherod’s beginner lesson precedes the main presentation. 

Main Meeting: 7:30–9 pm 
Tuesday, March 25, 2008 

Commercial beekeeper Brandon Clayton moves his own hives from Washington to 

California for pollination and honey and also raises and sells queens in Washington 

in the late spring and summer.  He’ll speak on these topics.  

 
If you haven’t yet renewed your membership for 2008, there’s still time to do so.   
The 2008 membership form is enclosed, or you can print it at 

http://psbees.org/member.pdf.  PLEASE NOTE THAT THE BEE CULTURE MAGAZINE 
SUBCRIPTION PRICE HAS RISEN AS OF JANUARY 2008 to $21 for a one-year or 
$38 for a two-year subscription.  Mail your membership renewal to Ambra Wadley 
at the address on the form or bring it along with your check to the March meeting. 

 
 

Remember to register your hives 
 
The April 1, 2008, deadline for registering your hives with the Washington State 
Department of Agriculture is quickly approaching.  The Apiary Registration form can 

be found at http://agr.wa.gov/PlantsInsects/docs/ApiaryRegistrationForm.pdf .  

Club Notes 
The Art of Beekeeping 
 

The hives have been quiet all winter. On a warm spring day, we start to see bees 
around the hives. This means that they are starting to wake up. They have been 
dormant for a long time and we have been wondering if they are alive or dead. 

Have our choices of mite control and other remedies been enough for the hives to 
survive? There is a wide variety of ideas around how to treat the hive. Some do 
nothing and have good results. Some use strong chemicals and some try the 
natural remedies. Is there a rhyme or reason to the life or death of a hive? That is 

a question we all ask. Some seem to do everything correctly and still have 
fatalities. Others do nothing and the hive survives. What is a seasoned beekeeper 
to think, let alone the new beekeeper? 

 
So are the bees hungry? Do we feed them now? Knowing that once we feed, them, 
we must continue until the nectar flows. Does it help to feed? Are bee hives like a 
fine wine; the less humans manipulate things, the better they are? Do they need 

our intervention? Can we detect their needs without looking inside and taking a 
risk of cooling them or causing distress? We know that a hive which has lived 
through the winter can be a very strong hive. It can expand and produce an 
abundance of honey or be split. So, should we rely on the natural process or 

should we intervene? 
 
 

Being a beekeeper is as creative as painting or playing an instrument. We gain 
skills, education, and experience. We start each year with a clean slate, yet as 



 
We’re on the Web! 
www.pugetsoundbees.org 
www.psbees.org 
www.beegeek.com 
 

time passes, we change, often through trial and error. We may apply new scientific 
techniques we learn. However, we are also applying creativity, similar to playing 

new melodies or experimenting with changes in color. We insert our personalities 
into our work. Our hives become partially a reflection of who we are and how we 
think.   
 

If our lives are balanced, we are more in harmony with the world. Working, taking 
care of our homes, and caring for our health and happiness are all components of 
our lives.  Have you noticed that beekeeping adds a totally different activity to 
your life? Enjoy beekeeping, but also realize it is a vehicle for your creativity and 

an activity that can add depth to a fulfilling existence. 
 

—Richard Sirota, PSBA president 

 

Marketplace 

Got gear? Sell your stuff here! 
 

 
The Beez Neez Apiary Supply has everything you need to start 

Beekeeping! 
Package Bees arrive in April, call today to reserve yours 

403A Maple Ave. Snohomish, WA 9820 
TUES-FRI 10am-6pm SAT 10am-4pm 

http://www.beezneezapiary.com 
(360) 568-2191 

 
 

For Sale: 

Transistorized Hive Tool  
A local company is offering fully transistorized, stainless steel, teflon-coated hive 
tools equipped with long-lasting rechargeable NiCad batteries for only $39.95 plus 

tax. Quantity limited to stock on hand!  Call 425-883-3248 to order.  Ships only on 
April First. 

 

For Sale:  
Beehives--single deep or two westerns w/new queens for sale in Bellevue after 

blueberry pollination, pickup will be 2nd Sat. in May rain or shine, 5:30 a.m. to 
7:30 a.m. $100 each, call Brandon Clayton to reserve, 206-947-4483.  Extra 
charge for delivery $50. 
 

 
Short ads are run for free for members of PSBA! The fee for non-members is $25. 
Commercial ad rates: $15 for ¼ page, $50 for ½ page, or $75 for a full page. Send 
your ads to editor@psbees.org. 
 



Announcements 
Package Bees Package Bees Package Bees Package Bees     
We are rapidly approaching being sold out of packages as there is a physical limit 

to the amount of packages that can transported.  Please note that if you were 

planning to order bees at the March meeting, they may be sold out by that time.  

If you have not yet sent payment for your package bees and if you are not 

planning on attending the March 2008 general PSBA meeting, please write your 

check payable to Earl Kanz and mail it to this address: 

Cary Therriault 

3045 125th Avenue NE 

Bellevue, WA  98005 

Also, please verify that you have told Cary your preferred race of queen (Italian or 

Carnolian) for each of your packages as we want everyone to receive the type of 

queen they request.  If we don’t have this information, then you might not receive 

the queen type you wanted. 

March March March March Beekeeping Class Beekeeping Class Beekeeping Class Beekeeping Class     
 
Puget Sound Beekeepers Association is sponsoring as two-day, 10-hour class “How 
to Become a Hobby Beekeeper” on Saturday, March 22, and Saturday, March 29, 

2008.  The classes will be held from noon until 5 p.m. at the greenhouse closest to 
the Washington Arboretum Visitor's Center.  Pre-registration is not required. 
 

Attendees should plan to arrive between 15 to 30 minutes before noon and bring a 
check for $40 made out to the Puget Sound Beekeepers Association.  Feel free to 
bring your own unassembled woodenware, fasteners, and tools.  The class will 
take 10-minute breaks every hour or so in order to build hive components (and 

stand up and move around).  There will be also be optional hands-on, bee-suited 
sessions later during mid-to-late April when bee packages arrive, at which time 
students will be able to help install packages to start new hives. 

 
The class will focus on honeybee physiology, honeybee behavior, critical 
behaviors of the beekeeper, beekeeping equipment, apiary site selection, hive 
manipulations, disease diagnosis and prevention, operations, and everything else 

you need to know to get started. 
 
Hope to see you at the class. 
John de Groot 

Secretary of Puget Sound Beekeepers Association 

    
    
American Apitherapy Society Course and Conference in Seattle American Apitherapy Society Course and Conference in Seattle American Apitherapy Society Course and Conference in Seattle American Apitherapy Society Course and Conference in Seattle     
Apitherapy, an ancient healing modality, refers to the therapeutic use of products 
of the beehive: honey, pollen, propolis, royal jelly, and bee venom therapy.  The 

American Apitherapy Society Course and Conference is being held in Seattle, 
Washington, April 4-6, 2008.  A beginners course will be taught on Friday, April 4, 
2008, and the conference continues all day Saturday and again on Sunday 
morning.  There is also a Saturday evening bee venom therapy workshop. 

Registration for both course and conference is open to all interested persons. 
 



 
Cost Per Person:                       By March 3                        After March 3 

Course:                                      $150.00                              $200.00 
Conference:                                $250.00                              $300.00 
Course & Conference:                  $350.00                              $400.00 
Student w/copy of valid ID:          $175.00                              $175.00 

                                                 ($100 is non-refundable after March 3) 
 
Included in the costs are continental breakfasts, snacks, all conference materials 
and a one-year $45 American Apitherapy Society (AAS) membership.  An optional 

dinner will be held Friday evening at an additional $30.00 cost, and provides the 
opportunity for presenters and attendees to meet and converse in an informal 
environment. 

 
Registration should be mailed or faxed to: 
 
American Apitherapy Society, Inc. 

500 Arthur Street 
Centerpoint, NY 11721 
Fax:  631-693- 2528 

Phone: 631-470-9446 
 
Please see the AAS website at www.apitherapy.org for more details and a 
registration form.  The conference is being held at the Quality Inn, 255 Aurora 

Avenue North, Seattle, WA  98109.  
 

Bees In the News 
Washington State Beekeeper Tax Relief 
 

Washington State Senate Bill SB 6468-2007-08 has been passed in both the 

Senate and House and now awaits Governor Chris Gregoire’s signature.  The bill, 

when signed, will provide certain tax relief for beekeepers for five years beginning 

July 1, 2008, and expiring on July 1, 2013.  

The bill contains exemptions for honey bee products and pollination services from 

the business and occupation tax, similar to existing exemptions for the rest of the 

agriculture industry.  Details about this bill are available at 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=6468&year=2007 

 

Bee Health 
  
Marla Spivak, lead researcher from the University of Minnesota, checks the hive 

health of bee hives at Heitkam's Honey Bees in Orland. Out-of-state researchers 
visit California to test bee health 
Ever since the devastation of honey bee colonies by Colony Collapse Disorder 

made its way onto television news programs and newspaper headlines nationwide, 
these hard-working pollinators have been in the spotlight.  
 
While people learn more about the mysterious phenomenon that causes bees to 

leave the colony and not return, top bee researchers from around the country are 
feeling the pressure to find answers to a variety of pests and diseases that impact 
bees and that may be causing this disorder.  
 



 
Researchers from the University of Minnesota visited several Northern California 

bee breeders in late February to gather data and test hive health.  
 
"We weren't specifically looking for causes of CCD; that wasn't our goal. Our goal 
was to work with the bee breeders to help them breed healthy bees. It was a real 

positive mission," said Marla Spivak, University of Minnesota professor of 
entomology who specializes in apiculture and social insects. "The bee breeders are 
selling queen bees all over the United States and in a sense they are controlling 
genetics of our bees for much of the U.S."  

 
The research team headed by Spivak, included Gary Reuter from the University of 
Minnesota; Susan Cobey from the University of California, Davis; Kirk Visscher 

from UC Riverside; and Alison Skinner from Ontario Canada Bee Breeders' 
Association. The team toured 10 different queen bee breeders, including Pat 
Heitkam whose operation is located in Orland. For 25 years, Heitkam has raised 
queens that are shipped to beekeepers all over the nation. In addition, he supplies 

hives for pollination. He expressed concern about the health of bees and 
volunteered for Spivak to visit his property during her data-gathering mission.  
 

 
The queen bee is marked #40 for study in this hive at Heitkam's Honey Bees in 
Orland."They tested for hygienic behavior which is an aspect of breeding that 
we've been working with for about 10 years. The hygienic behavior is to try to help 

control mites," Heitkam said. "Overall, their research is about trying to come up 
with healthy hives for almond growers. We're charging a fair amount of money and 
they are very dependent on us and we're very dependent on them. To me, we're 
just making an effort to try to be good partners to the almond growers."  

 
While collecting data from hives at the queen bee operations, Spivak tested for 
tracheal mites as well as for a relatively new disease known as Nosema ceranae 

which was imported from the Asian honeybee. The American counterpart to N. 
ceranae known as Nosema apis has been in the United States for at least a 
century.  
 

The researchers' results surprised Heitkam, who thought his hives were doing just 
fine.  
 

"I learned that we have a disease that I thought was under control. Even though 
the bees were healthy, they were carrying heavier than expected loads of this 
disease," Heitkam said. "If it wasn't taken care of I think it could have been a real 
problem."  

 
Although there is currently no identified cause of CCD, Heitkam and other apiarists 
said they believe that N. ceranae and other stresses on the bees could be a factor.  
 

"My contention is the cause of CCD is not a single cause. It is multiple and it is all 
stress related so the more problems you have the more susceptible they are," 
Heitkam said. "Even though I had this disease, it didn't seem to hurt the bees 

much. However, in conjunction with heavy mite loads or virus problems I think it 
could be a real problem."  
 
Spivak also traveled to Wooten's Golden Queens in Palo Cedro to see bee breeder 

Shannon Wooten, a director for the California Farm Bureau Federation who breeds 
and ships 35,000 queen bees to beekeepers throughout the United States and 
Canada each year.  

 
 



"The researchers assessed the hygienic quality of our queens because we think 
there is a connection between the hygienics that the queens have and their ability 

to overcome some of these diseases," Wooten said. "We scored pretty high 
considering we haven't been concentrating on it. We feel that is a good trait to 
have."  
 

If researchers can collect enough data that pertains to bee health and the various 
pests and diseases that attack the hive, Wooten said, there might be a way to 
solve the problem of CCD.  
 

"If we can eliminate some factors in the bee breeding end of it and breed a better 
queen, then maybe we can get ahead of CCD," Wooten said. "We are keeping 
better records of where bees are placed all year long, load by load. That is 

something they told us that we needed to do. The researchers were here to try to 
help the bee breeders do a better job."  
 
Spivak's research mostly focuses on bee health and bee breeding. While in 

California, Spivak's team set up a portable lab, sometimes on kitchen tables, to 
look at bee colonies for diseases, tracheal mites or anything bee breeders wanted 
them to test.  

 
"I was extremely impressed with the quality of all of the operations we visited. I 
had a lot of misconceptions and biases when we started and I was completely 
blown away in a positive way," Spivak said. "I was very impressed with what the 

bee breeders are doing and the care that they are taking."  
 
This year, Spivak will continue to gather data and educate herself about bee 
breeders' operations. During the second year of Spivak's two-year grant, she 

intends to work with Dave Tarpy, assistant professor of entomology at North 
Carolina State University in Raleigh, N.C., to focus on specifics such as using 
genetic techniques to determine how many times queens have mated. Queen bees 

mate with 10-20 males, Spivak said, and that genetic diversity is a good 
component of colony health.  
 
"Anything we can do to keep bees healthier so they don't collapse is a good thing," 

Spivak said.  
 
For the future, Spivak expressed interest in the possibility of developing a 

technical transfer team that is modeled after a program run by the Ontario Bee 
Breeders' Association. It is a permanent team that visits bee breeders to look for 
pests and diseases in bees and to assist in stock selection.  
 

Spivak said she plans to returns to California in mid-March to visit other bee 
breeders.  
 
Christine Souza 
Assistant Editor, Ag Alert, Catch the Buzz newsletter 
Reprinted with permission from California Farm Bureau Federation 
 
Editor’s Note: 
Articles are always welcome, so please send your newsletter submissions to the 

editor@psbees.org, by the fifth day of each month. 

PSBA newsletter editor 

 

 


