February 2008

EVENTS at the
Arboretum Center
Graham Visitor Center
2200 Arboretum Drive E.,

Seattle, WA 98112
(Meetings are the 4t Tuesday
of each month except July and
December.)

February 26
MEETING 6:30-9 pm
Beginners Instruction
6:30—7:15 pm

Main Presentation:
Experts Panel
Discussion

March 25

Beekeeper Matthew
Reinardt - topic:
Medicating Bees

April 22
Beekeeper Bob Clark

May 17

Field Day - American

Bee Journal columnist,
author, and beekeeper
Randy Oliver

June 28

Dr. Edwin Schupman
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Hive Calendar

On the first 55 F+ afternoon, briefly go through your hives: clean hive bottom
boards and clean out dead hives. (Tip: You can make a simple cleaning tool by
straightening a wire coat hanger, then bending it at a 90 degree angle
approximately 4 inches from one end. Use the bent end to pull out any dead bees
and chewed wax droppings found on the bottom board). Feed hives that will not
otherwise make it to summer.

Feed all hives in order to medicate with fumagillin (Fumidal B). If medicating in
the spring with Apistan or Coumaphous, install at the middle of March to allow
enough time after removal for the required *‘medication free’ period before
installing honey supers. Do not use Menthol or Formic Acid Gel packs in the spring
as temperatures are not consistently warm long enough in advance of the nectar
flow to install and remove per the label recommendation.

Some flowers in bloom at this time:

Apricot Prunus armeniaca

Almond Prunus dulcis, P. amygdalus

Crocus Crocus spp

Fragrant Sweet Box Sarcococca ruscifolia, S. humilis
Heather Erica spp

Mirabelle plum Prunus domestica var. syriaca

Pussy Willow (pollen) Salix discolor, S. caprea

Peach Prunus persica

Red Alder (pollen source during late March) Alnus rubra NP
Rocky Mountain Maple (DouglasMaple) Acer glabrum NP
Rosemary Rosmarinus officinalis

Skunk Cabbage Lysichiton americanum NP

Tall Oregon Grape Mahonia (Berberis) aquifolium NP
Winter Daphne Daphne odorata

Witch Hazel Hamamelis virginiana, H. japonica, H. mollis

NP = Washington State native plant

“As for Rosemary, I lette it runne all over my garden walls, not onlie because my
bees love it, but because it is the herb sacred to remembrance and to
friendship...” (Sir Thomas More 1475-1535)

Year-to-year variation in temperature and rainfall, hills that block or funnel
prevailing winds, northern or southern exposures, nearby lakes or rivers, and
other geographic features near your apiary will speed or delay the blossoming time
by as much as three and a half weeks. Use this hive calendar as a guide. Blossom
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times will be earlier inside cities and at lower altitudes.

—Based on Roy Thurber’s Bee Chats, Tips and Gadgets

A New Year!

It is time to set goals and plan projects for this year. Do you set personal
beekeeping goals each year? Do you write them down? Do you keep notes on
what you tried and how it turned out? Do you have a winter reading list? Do you
plan the replacement of old woodenware?

Suggestions for individuals:

* read a new book

* try a new aspect (candles, mead, pollination, migration, queen breeding,
pollen collection, other)

* help the club in a new way

* try a new method to solve a perennial problem (storage space, moving
bees, better bottom board design, other)

e become a mentor

» improve your methods for harvesting, extracting, or bottling

» develop a new sales outlet

The club:
» will conduct beginner’s classes at the beginning of each meeting
* conduct a hands-on training event (Field Day) in May
» will attract many new recruits this year
* will need volunteers for honey sales booths
* will need volunteers for work parties at the club apiary
» will need volunteers for public speaking engagements

Help yourself. Help the club. Make a list of new things to try.

John deGroot — PSBA Secretary

February Meeting

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26

Beginners Instruction: 6:30-7:15 pm

Van Sherod’s beginner lesson precedes the main presentation and will include
woodenware construction.

Main Meeting: 7:30-9 pm
Tuesday, February 26, 2008

Join the panel of experts - Bruce Becker, John de Groot, Jim Olsen, and Rob
Stevens - as they discuss the lessons they’ve learned, some the hard way, during
their many years of beekeeping. You can gain from their collective experience,
and ask the experts your most perplexing questions.

All PSBA members should have received a letter from the PSBA secretary dated
February 11, 2008, advising that a proposal to change the Articles of Incorporation
will be presented during the February 26, 2008, meeting at 7:30 p.m. The PSBA
currently operates as a 501(c)(5) non-profit organization, donations to which are
NOT tax deductible. The proposal would allow the association proceed with
changes to the Articles of Incorporation and the Bylaws to apply to operate as a
501(c)(3) non-profit organization to be able to give receipts for donations that are




We're on the Web!
WWW.pugetsoundbees.org
WWW.pshees.org
WwWWw.beegeek.com

valid for the purpose of income tax deductions. All PSBA members whose dues
have been paid for 2008 and who are present at the February 26, 2008, meeting
are entitled to vote on this proposal.

If you would like to assist with refreshments for the break between the beginners’
instruction and the main meeting, please bring something to share. Also, the
raffle continues, so you're encouraged to bring a raffle item, such as a bee-related
item, a surplus beekeeping item or even a plant, honey, or a book or magazine.

It's the time of year for us to renew our club memiership. The 2008 membership
form is enclosed, or you can print it athttp://psbees.org/member.pdf PLEASE
NOTE THAT THE BEE CULTURE MAGAZINE SUBCRIPTION PRIC E HAS
RISEN AS OF JANUARY 2008 to $21 for a one-year or38 for a two-year
subscription. Mail your membership renewal to Ambra Wadley at the address on
the form or bring it along with your check to the February meeting.

Remember to register your hives with the Washington State Department of
Agriculture. The 2008 Apiary Registration form can be found at
http://agr.wa.gov/PlantsInsects/docs/ApiaryRegistrationForm.pdf . Registration fees
are due by April 1, 2008.

Club Notes

The Zen of Beekeeping.

I have often wondered how some beekeepers can handle their hives with minimal
protective gear and have calm bees. Others lift a frame and the bees are angry,
aggressive and buzzing. Bees, by their nature, are reactionary. Like a two or four
year old child, they react to what they experience. When attacked, they fight.
When observed, they go about their business.

The bees are focused on their lives, their jobs and their community. They
automatically deal with everything, including you, on an as needed basis.
However, I wonder, how aware are bees? Do they sense joy, appreciation,
excitement, anger, aggression, or fear? Bump a frame against the box and a bee
is mashed. Immediately, the colony smells and senses the dead bee and becomes
alarmed. A bee gets through my veil and stings. Immediately the bees sense and
smell the sting and make a “bee-line” to the spot at my veil to attack and protect.

If we pay attention to the colony, observe it, protect it, and nurture it, we can
expect mutual cooperation. We have the ability to affect the outcome of the
season’s honey production, the bee’s health and the general well-being of the hive.
It is a responsibility we accept as beekeepers and, in their own way, the bees
expect the same of us.

We know that if we ignore the hive, they will swarm and leave. If we do not treat
the hive for disease, they will not flourish and possibly die. The hive is a part of
our life and we are a part of it. Therefore “be” the hive. Allow it to be an extension
of yourself. Be the hive’s hands, eyes and ears. Listen to your hive and hear the
state of their hum. Watch the hive and look for trouble signs and ways you can
improve their living areas. Look beyond the surfaces and know what is in the cells
of your hives. You can be as a bee, in human form, working along side your bees
for their general good.




A mantra is something that is widely used to connect oneself with his or her
environment. In beekeeping we also have a mantra that can make us better
beekeepers. Like beekeeping, this mantra has been around for thousands of years,
as long as beekeeping has been a hobby and livelihood. It is used to calm the
beekeeper and the bees. Repeating it to oneself, either silently or aloud, can have
a significant effect. Try it. Repeat after me. "Be the bee”,” Be the bee”, "Be the
bee”, “"Be the bee.” And if you listen to your hive, up close, you can almost hear
the bees saying. “"Be the bee”, "Be the bee”, “Be the bee.”

—Richard Sirota, PSBA president

Editor’s Note:

Welcome to the February 2008 PSBA newsletter. Rob Stevens is passing along the
editorship and I'd like to thank Rob, for all his past efforts and for assisting this
new editor with composing this issue. Articles are always welcome, so please send
your newsletter submissions to the editor@psbees.ordy the fifth day of each
month. It's an exciting time to be a beekeeper and we look forward providing you
with informative, timely, and relevant information you can use in 2008.

—Ira Collins, PSBA newsletter editor

Marketplace

Got gear? Sell your stuff here!

The Beez Neez Apiary Supply has everything you need to start
Beekeeping!
Package Bees arrive in April, call today to reserve yours
403A Maple Ave. Snohomish, WA 9820
TUES-FRI 10am-6pm SAT 10am-4pm
http://www.beezneezapiary.com

(360) 568-2191
Visit us at booth 2333 for mason bee supplies at the 2008 Northwest
Flower and Garden Show, February 20 — 24, in the Washington State
Convention & Trade Center.
http://www.gardenshow.com/sesttle/index/index.asp

For Sale:

Beehives--single deep or two westerns w/new queens for sale in Bellevue after
blueberry pollination, pickup will be 2nd Sat. in May rain or shine, 5:30 a.m. to
7:30 a.m. $100 each, call Brandon Clayton to reserve, 206-947-4483. Extra
charge for delivery $50.

Short ads are run for free for members of PSBA! fEkefor non-members is $25.
Commercial ad rates: $15 for ¥ page, $50 for %2 paye75 for a full page. Send
your ads teeditor@pshees.org




Announcements

Hobby Beekeeping Class at Discover U Cancelled

After 16 years of business, DiscoverU has unexpectedly closed its doors. If you
were registered for John de Groot’s beekeeping class scheduled for April, 2008,
contact DiscoverU at (206) 365-0400, for information about how and when you
can expect your refund.

After hearing of the unexpected closure, the PSBA trustees are looking for
alternative venues so that John’s beekeeping class can continue to be offered at a
minimal charge to all interested persons.

American Apitherapy Society Course and Conference in Seattle
Apitherapy, an ancient healing modality, refers to the therapeutic use of products
of the beehive: honey, pollen, propolis, royal jelly, and bee venom therapy. The
American Apitherapy Society Course and Conference is being held in Seattle,
Washington, April 4-6, 2008. A beginners course will be taught on Friday, April 4,
2008, and the conference continues all day Saturday and again on Sunday
morning. There is also a Saturday evening bee venom therapy workshop.
Registration for both course and conference is open to all interested persons.

Cost Per Person: By March 3 After March 3
Course: $150.00 $200.00
Conference: $250.00 $300.00
Course & Conference: $350.00 $400.00
Student w/copy of valid ID: $175.00 $175.00
($100 is non-refundable after March 3)

Included in the costs are continental breakfasts, snacks, all conference materials
and a one-year $45 American Apitherapy Society (AAS) membership. An optional
dinner will be held Friday evening at an additional $30.00 cost, and provides the
opportunity for presenters and attendees to meet and converse in an informal
environment.

Registration should be mailed or faxed to:

American Apitherapy Society, Inc.
500 Arthur Street

Centerpoint, NY 11721

Fax: 631-693- 2528

Phone: 631-470-9446

Please see the AAS website at www.apitherapy.org for more details and a
registration form. The conference is being held at the Quality Inn, 255 Aurora
Avenue North, Seattle, WA 981009.

Call 800-255-7932 or 206-728-7666 mentioning AAS or CMACC for a reduced rate
of $89.99 per night. Reduced rates are available until March 3, 2008. Requests
by email should be sent to the directorofsales@qualityinnseattle.com and the
Quality Inn website is www.qualityinnseattle.com

Map Yourself as a Beekeeper
http://www.frappr.com/beekeepers




Bees In the News

Some of the first research results from USDA on CCD presented
at the Entomology meeting in San Diego.

The latest report on research results from USDA trials came to light at both the
San Diego meeting and the Sacramento meetings. There were some at both and
together they make a good story.

Last fall researchers gathered 160 colonies that showed symptoms of having
Colony Collapse Disorder. They wanted to study the phenomenon that colonies
that die of suspect CCD aren’t invaded by those opportunist pests beekeepers
routinely see when a colony dies...bees from other colonies robbing out the honey
and other scavengers like wax moths and small hive beetles. Also, when bees were
put back in hives that had died from CCD, the new bees came down with the
symptoms and the colonies again perished. This was completely alien to the
beekeepers who experienced this...it just wasn’t in the rules.

So researchers took 40 colonies of the 160 colonies and had them irradiated - just
like medical instruments - to sterilize them; 40 colonies were not treated at all,
these then being the control colonies; 40 colonies were treated with acetic acid,
known to control other honey bees pests on beeswax comb; and 40 of the colonies
had the brood comb removed and the new bees were put on the comb found in
honey supers, thinking no brood had been there previous to the addition of new
bees.

All 160 colonies then had packages of honey bees put back on them, the bees
coming from shipments from Australia. The colonies were fed the standard
treatment for the antibiotic common for treating Nosema at the rate of one gallon,
two times. They were also fed supplemental pollen substitute to help acclimatize
and get ready for the honey flows to follow. The colonies were tested for varroa
mites and were tested for Nosema infection. Varroa tests showed very, very low
infestations, and colonies treated for Nosema showed low levels or no levels of
infection after treatment. This is a key measure since both of these maladies have
bee n implicated in causing or contributing CCD in colonies.

Already in December almost all the beekeepers with the colonies were reporting
high losses. Almost all of them.

Those colonies treated with acetic acid, the control colonies and those put on just
honey comb were all reporting about a 50% loss late in November. The colonies
that had been irradiated showed a 70% survival rate, which, in the world of
commercial beekeeping isn’t too bad, unfortunately. And, though not perfect, it
seems that the irradiated colonies, by faring better, point to some relationship
between a living organism and CCD, though there is some speculation that
irradiation will cause some pesticides to break down too, so that hasn’t been ruled
out.

The conclusion by the investigators was, at least so far, CCD is “likely an
interaction of pesticides, Nosema, virus, nutrition and mites”. But what role each
of these plays is still undecided, or unfound. No single factor stands out yet.

Kim Flottum, Catch the Buzz newsletter




